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KILLING THE HOSTILITY  
Pastor Jim Dunn  
(With thanks to Roger Lovette and his sermon included in Best Sermons 2, edited by 

James Cox, pp.315-321; F.F. Bruce and his book, Paul, Apostle of the Heart Set Free, 

pp.173-187; and Jeffrey Gibbs, pp.465-474 of Matthew 1:1-11:1, Concordia 

Commentary Series) 
Her name was Karen. She was 

in her early twenties. Her jet-black 

hair was long, scraggly, and 

greasy looking. She wore glasses 

that had thick black frames. 

Always she had on the same pair 

of jeans and 

the same 

baggy t-shirt. 

She often 

came to the 

church, 

particularly 

during the 

week. Mostly 

just to find 

someone to 

talk to. When 

you had a 

conversation 

with her, 

though, it 

soon became 

apparent that 

she suffered from mental illness. 

Either that or she was severely 

abused as a child – or maybe 

both. Some people at the church 

were polite to her. Most kept their 

distance. She was kind of scary 

looking for people who were 

used to their suburban lifestyle. In 

a congregation of successful 

people with intelligent, successful 

children, Karen did not quite fit in.   

The same was true for Gentiles 

in the early 

church. 

Before they 

became 

Christians, 

Paul says 

Gentiles had 

experience

d alienation 

from Israel, 

separation 

from Jesus, 

and a 

dividing wall 

of hostility 

between 

themselves 

and Jews. 

But that separation did not 

necessarily go away when 

Gentiles became Christians. 

“Jews did not have a very high 

opinion of Gentile morals.” 

(Bruce) Gentiles were known for 
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11 Therefore remember that at one time 

you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the un-

circumcision” by what is called the 

circumcision, which is made in the flesh 

by hands— 12 remember that you were 

at that time separated from Christ, 

alienated from the commonwealth of 

Israel and strangers to the covenants of 

promise, having no hope and without 

God in the world. 13 But now in Christ 

Jesus you who once were far off have 

been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

14 For he himself is our peace, who has 

made us both one and has broken down 

in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 

by abolishing the law of commandments 

expressed in ordinances, that he might 

create in himself one new man in place 

of the two, so making peace, 16 and 

might reconcile us both to God in one 

body through the cross, thereby killing the 

hostility. 17 And he came and preached 

peace to you who were far off and 

peace to those who were near. 18 For 

through him we both have access in one 

Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no 

longer strangers and aliens, but you are 

fellow citizens with the saints and 

members of the household of God, 20 

built on the foundation of the apostles 

and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being 

the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole 

structure, being joined together, grows 

into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him 

you also are being built together into a 

dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

BUT NOW IN CHRIST JESUS 

YOU WHO WERE ONCE FAR OFF 

HAVE BEEN BROUGHT NEAR BY 

THE BLOOD OF CHRIST, FOR HE 

HIMSELF IS OUR PEACE WHO 

HAS MADE US ONE AND HAS 

BROKEN DOWN IN HIS FLESH 

THE DIVIDING WALL OF 

HOSTILITY, THAT HE MIGHT 

CREATE IN HIMSELF ONE NEW 

HUMANITY AND MIGHT 

RECONCILE US TO GOD 

THROUGH THE CROSS, THEREBY 

KILLING THE HOSTILITY 
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being lax in regards to who could 

marry whom. As in the case in the 

Corinthian church where a man 

married his stepmother. Jews 

were concerned also about the 

food that Gentiles ate. They ate 

meat sacrificed to idols and were 

not too particular about whether 

the blood had been removed 

first. Some Jewish Christians were 

not eager to give up their dietary 

laws. Others were concerned 

that their outreach to the Jews 

would be compromised if they 

were known to eat with Gentiles. 

So, many Jewish Christians 

stopped eating with Gentile 

Christians.  

We all know a little of how that 

feels. Even if you have never felt 

that way in the church, at some 

time you have felt as if you didn’t 

belong. When I was stationed in 

Germany as an Army chaplain, 

one thing I loved to do was to 

take young, enlisted soldiers on 

field trips. Because of the 

language and cultural barriers a 

lot of soldiers spent all their free 

time staying in the barracks. They 

wouldn’t get out and see 

Germany. I would line up day 

trips to take small groups of 

soldiers out to see the countryside 

and points of interest. One day I 

took a group of soldiers all the 

way to Regensburg. Regensburg 

had an indoor mall. Quite 

unusual for Germany - and it was 

to be a little taste of home for the 

soldiers. But then my plan was to 

take them to see a palace in the 

old part of town. We were 

walking through town up to the 

palace, when we came to a 

dead end. We could see the 

palace but couldn’t see how to 

get up to it. I stopped a man on 

the sidewalk to ask for directions. I 

used my best German. But no 

matter how I tried he didn’t get it. 

And he didn’t care. And after a 

few moments he just walked 

away from me. At that moment I 

felt like a stranger. Like I didn’t 

belong there. 

“But you don’t have to be in a 

foreign country to feel like you 

don’t belong. Right here in 

America Blacks may feel like they 

don’t fit in among Whites and 

Whites may feel like they don’t fit 

in among Blacks. Gays may feel 

alienated in a straight world. Non-

athletes may feel alienated in a 

society that favors athletes. Older 

people with varicose veins may 

feel alienated in a mini-skirted 

world that favors the young.” 

(Lovette) 

And over the years the way 

people, people like Karen in my 

first story, have dealt with a sense 

of alienation is to come to the 

church. But what happens when 

we, the church, hold onto our 

fear of Karen and all of our other 

worries and concerns and fears 

and suspicions about those who 

are not like us? What has 

happened is that the walls of 

hostility that are dividing the 

country have infiltrated churches. 

Even now those dividing walls of 

hostility are influencing our 

thinking, our witness, and the way 

that we treat people. It wouldn’t 

take much to list half a dozen 

issues that divide our country, all 

of which influence us in how we 

deal with others.  

Running into a dividing wall in 

the church was something with 

which Paul was familiar. After he 

was baptized he began to 

preach in Damascus in the 

synagogues. His fellow Jews 

asked, “Isn’t this the man who 

raised havoc in Jerusalem 

among those who called on 

Jesus’ name? Wasn’t he 

supposed to come here and take 

them as prisoners to the chief 

priests?” They ran him out of 

town. So, Paul came to Jerusalem 

and tried to join the disciples, but 

they were suspicious of him. Luke 

tells us they were all afraid of him. 

Nobody seemed to care about 

him. The church was not sure he 

really believed in Jesus as His 

Savior. He was treated kind of like 

Karen. “Until Barnabas put his arm 

around Paul’s shoulder and 

brought him before the apostles. 

“Did Paul remember that as 

years later he wrote these words, 

‘But now in Christ Jesus you who 

were once far off have been 

brought near by the blood of 

Christ, for He Himself is our peace 

who has made us one and has 

broken down in His flesh the 

dividing wall of hostility, that He 

might create in Himself one new 

humanity and might reconcile us 

to God through the cross, thereby 

killing the hostility’?” (Lovette) 

Barnabas’ arm around his 
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shoulder and bringing him to the 

apostles was reconciliation and 

peace, the same risk Ananias 

had taken. Peace between a 

Christian and a Christian killer. 

Peace in Christ. Peace with God, 

created by Jesus’ tearing down 

of the wall of sin between 

humanity and God in the tearing 

apart of His body on the cross. 

Thus tearing down the walls of 

hostility that divide humans from 

each another. The hostility 

between a Christian and a 

Christian killer killed in the killing of 

Jesus’ body on the cross. 

Creating peace not only with 

God but also between people as 

different as Barnabas and Paul.  

Paul says this peace was 

preached to those near and 

those far off. Today you can think 

of yourself as one who is near. 

Most of you have never known 

anything but the church. As the 

baptized and as those sustained 

in the faith, you have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. This peace has been 

created in you that you may 

preach peace to those who are 

far off. And so that as you preach 

peace the walls between you 

and others will come down and 

so that your words may be used 

by Christ to create in others the 

same peace you have with God. 

And this is happening through 

the same way that Jesus often 

preached peace. To those for 

whom the dividing walls of 

hostility stood, Jesus put His arm 

around their shoulder and told 

them, “I’m coming to your house 

today.” Jesus intentionally sat 

and ate at the same table with 

people regardless of their morals, 

diet, or what others might think. 

“He sat at the dinner table with 

those who had begun to trust 

Him, with those who had not yet 

believed in Him, and with those 

who would reject Him – but, 

always with the same purpose… 

to preach to them peace. To call 

them to trust Him as Savior and 

be transformed into one who 

obeys the will of God.” (Gibbs) 

This preaching peace is still 

happening where Jesus is tearing 

down walls between people and 

enabling us to love and accept 

and eat with the Karen’s of the 

world, preaching peace in Christ 

to them, standing with them in 

equal need of God’s mercy, in 

equal need of a home in which 

instead of running into walls we 

all, Jew and Gentile, friend and 

enemy, Republican and 

Democrat, Black and White, 

straight and gay, young and old, 

can be embraced by the Savior.   

 

 


